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WHAT IS PUBLIC HEALTH?

The “science of protecting and improving the health of people and their communities. 

This work is achieved by promoting healthy lifestyles, researching disease and injury 

prevention, and detecting, preventing and responding to infectious diseases. Overall, 

public health is concerned with protecting the health of entire populations. These 

populations can be as small as a local neighborhood, or as big as an entire country or 

region of the world. . . . Public health also works to limit health disparities. A large part 

of public health is promoting health care equity, quality and accessibility.”

What is Public Health? | CDC Foundation 

https://www.cdcfoundation.org/what-public-health


PUBLIC HEALTH SURVEILLANCE

“Public health surveillance is the continuous and systematic 
collection, orderly consolidation and evaluation of pertinent 
data with prompt dissemination of results to those who need to 
know, particularly those who are in a position to take 
action…Effective disease control programs rely on effective 
surveillance and response systems.”

Public Health Surveillance | WHO

https://www.emro.who.int/health-topics/public-health-surveillance/index.html


SO WHY IS PUBLIC HEALTH 
RELEVANT TO BROWNFIELD 

REDEVELOPMENT?



PUBLIC HEALTH AND BROWNFIELDS

Why Public Health Matters:

• Brownfields often contain 
legacy contaminants (lead, 
asbestos, solvents)

• Exposure linked to asthma, 
cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, developmental 
delays (children)

• Health framing strengthens 
EPA Brownfields grant 
applications

Key Connections:

• Brownfields 
disproportionately burden 
vulnerable communities

• Cleanup reduces exposure → 
better health outcomes and 
equity

• Healthier environments 
support economic 
redevelopment & quality of 
life
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1. The extent to which this grant and reuse strategy/projected site 
reuse(s) will address, or help identify and reduce, threats to 
populations in the target area(s), 

2. with a greater-than-normal incidence of diseases or conditions 
(including cancer, asthma, or birth defects), 

3. that may be associated with exposure to hazardous substances, 
pollutants, contaminants, or petroleum.

  

Note, if populations in the target area(s) do not suffer 
from a greater-than-normal incidence of cancer, asthma, 
or birth defects, then the response may only earn up to 2 

out of 5 points. 

FY26 GUIDELINES REVIEW CRITERIA

2.c. Greater Than Normal Incidence of Disease and Adverse Health Conditions
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  Sensitive populations are those populations that are likely to 

experience elevated health risks from pollution, including 

populations based on age (young children and the elderly), 

pregnant women, and serious disease burden (such as, high rates 

of cancer, asthma, chronic respiratory disease, coronary heart 

disease, low birth weights, etc.), as well as low-income 

populations.

SENSITIVE POPULATIONS



PUBLIC HEALTH DATA TO INCLUDE

Rates of 
Asthma

Rates of 
Cancer

Birth Defects

Key Inclusions

Examples of Other Inclusions (if needed)

Heart Disease
Chronic 

Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease

Pregnant women 
(fertility)

Blood Lead 
Levels



U.S. CDC PLACES
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Data* (%) for County or Census Tract

• Health Outcomes tab: prevalence of 
asthma and cancer

• Prevention tab: prevalence of lack of 
health insurance

• Disability tab: prevalence of different 
types of disabilities

• Health-Related Needs tab: prevalence 
of received food stamps, food 
insecurity, housing insecurity, lack of 
utility services, transportation barriers

• Non-Medical Factors tab: ACS 
demographic data

https://www.cdc.gov/places/tools/interactive-
map-tool.html 

Very useful data source for Section 2.c. 
of EPA brownfields grant

*Note that this data is from a statistical model 
based on a survey and NOT actual incidence rates

https://www.cdc.gov/places/tools/interactive-map-tool.html
https://www.cdc.gov/places/tools/interactive-map-tool.html
https://www.cdc.gov/places/tools/interactive-map-tool.html
https://www.cdc.gov/places/tools/interactive-map-tool.html
https://www.cdc.gov/places/tools/interactive-map-tool.html


WHAT IS PREVALENCE?

10

• Based on responses to a survey that were extrapolated to larger geographic units 
using a model

• Example of cancer prevalence:

 Survey Question: Have you ever been diagnosed with any type of cancer except skin 
cancer by a health professional?

 Cancer Prevalence % = 



U.S. CDC NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH TRACKING NETWORK
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Data (counts or %) for State or County 
Must search by particular types of birth defects/cancers, etc.

https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/DataExplorer/?c=5 

Only data source for birth defects
Data is difficult to obtain and mostly unstable

Fill out the Query Panel first (tip: search for prevalence, not 
average annual counts)

Output = map, data appears by 
scrolling with curser

https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/DataExplorer/?c=5


WHAT DATA SHOULD YOU USE?

If needed, look for additional state 
health data resources (e.g. blood lead 

levels)

Use indicators from PLACES and 
Environmental Public Health 

Tracking Network that are greater 
than national or state averages



RESOURCES: CT ASTHMA RATES
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CT Department of Public Health

https://portal.ct.gov/dph/health-education-management--surveillance/asthma/asthma-surveillance


RESOURCES: RI ASTHMA RATES
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RI Department of Health

https://health.ri.gov/data/asthma-data


RESOURCES: MA ASTHMA RATES
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MA Department of Public Health

https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/Health-Data/Asthma/index.html


RESOURCES: ME ASTHMA RATES
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ME Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention

https://data.mainepublichealth.gov/tracking/asthma
https://data.mainepublichealth.gov/tracking/asthma


RESOURCES: NH ASTHMA RATES
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NH Department of Health and Human 
Services

https://wisdom.dhhs.nh.gov/wisdom/topics.html?topic=asthma
https://wisdom.dhhs.nh.gov/wisdom/topics.html?topic=asthma


RESOURCES: VT ASTHMA RATES
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VT Department of Health

https://www.healthvermont.gov/wellness/asthma-lung-disease


STATE DATA SOURCES FOR CANCER 
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State Website Data Type

CT CT DPH | CT Tumor Registry
Data for different types of cancer by town, county, 

statewide for different time periods

RI RI Department of Health | Cancer Registry 
Data reports for different types of cancer by age 

and racial/ethnic group

MA 
MA Environmental Public Health 

Tracking | Cancer

Click on Explore Maps and Tables, age-and-gender-
specific cancer rates for county, town, public 

health region, or census tract

ME 
ME CDC Cancer Registry | Annual Cancer 

Snapshot
Annual Cancer Snapshot includes data at the 

county level 

NH NH DHHS Data Portal | Cancer Incidence
Cancer incidence rates by county, public health 

region, and rural/non-rural

VT VT Department of Health | Cancer Data
Navigate to “Vermont Cancer Data Pages” or 

“Vermont Cancer Dashboard”  for cancer incidence 
rates by county

https://portal.ct.gov/dph/tumor-registry/data--statistics?language=en_US
https://health.ri.gov/cancer/cancer-registry?pgm_id=124
https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/Health-Data/Cancer/index.html#:~:text=The%20MCR%20is%20a%20population-based%20cancer%20registry%20that%20collects
https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/Health-Data/Cancer/index.html#:~:text=The%20MCR%20is%20a%20population-based%20cancer%20registry%20that%20collects
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine%202025%20Annual%20Cancer%20Snapshot%20Final%2008272025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine%202025%20Annual%20Cancer%20Snapshot%20Final%2008272025.pdf
https://wisdom.dhhs.nh.gov/wisdom/dashboard.html?topic=cancer&subtopic=all-cancers&indicator=cancer-incidence-(all-cancers)
https://www.healthvermont.gov/stats/data-reporting-topic/cancer-data


EXTRA - STATE DATA SOURCES FOR LEAD 
EXPOSURE
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State Website Data Type

CT
Connecticut Data | Childhood Lead Poisoning 

Surveillance - Prevalence
Screening: incidence, prevalence, number, and 

percent by town and statewide

RI
RI Department of Health | Childhood Lead 

Poisoning Data
Screening: incidence, and prevalence, by town and 

statewide

MA Mass.gov | Lead Data and Reports
Surveillance reports, screening, prevalence, and 

maps, by year, town, and statewide

ME 
ME DHHS Maine Tracking Network | 

Childhood Lead Poisoning
Screening: BLL, risk factors, number, percent, and 

maps, by year, county, town, and statewide

NH 
NH DHHS Data Portal | Childhood blood lead 

levels
Screening: prevalence, and maps, by year, county, 

town, and statewide

VT 
Vermont Department of Health | Childhood 

Lead Poisoning
Screening: prevalence, percent, and maps, by year, 

county, town, and statewide

https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/8duz-vsiz/
https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/8duz-vsiz/
https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/8duz-vsiz/
https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/8duz-vsiz/
https://health.ri.gov/data/childhood-lead-poisoning-data
https://health.ri.gov/data/childhood-lead-poisoning-data
https://www.mass.gov/lead-data-and-reports
https://data.mainepublichealth.gov/tracking/lead
https://data.mainepublichealth.gov/tracking/lead
https://wisdom.dhhs.nh.gov/wisdom/dashboard.html?topic=childhood-lead-poisoning&subtopic=lead-exposure-testing&indicator=childhood-elevated-blood-lead-levels-(ebll)-and-testing&subind=blood-lead-levels:-children-with-elevated-test-results#tabnavbarid
https://wisdom.dhhs.nh.gov/wisdom/dashboard.html?topic=childhood-lead-poisoning&subtopic=lead-exposure-testing&indicator=childhood-elevated-blood-lead-levels-(ebll)-and-testing&subind=blood-lead-levels:-children-with-elevated-test-results#tabnavbarid
https://www.healthvermont.gov/environment/tracking/childhood-lead-poisoning
https://www.healthvermont.gov/environment/tracking/childhood-lead-poisoning


NOTES FOR GRANT NARRATIVE
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Do NOT say that brownfields cause asthma, cancer, or birth 
defects​

More appropriate language is “Exposure to contamination 
from the brownfield sites places an additional burden on the 
sensitive populations and may exacerbate adverse health 
effects such as XYZ”

….that may be associated with exposure to hazardous 
substances, pollutants, contaminants, or petroleum

FY 26 Section 2.c. Greater Than Normal Incidence of Disease 
and Adverse Health Conditions



Webinars:

• Planning for a Successful Fall EPA Brownfield Grant Application

• EPA Webinar: FY26 Narrative Criteria for Multipurpose and Assessment Grant funding

• EPA Webinar: FY26 Narrative Criteria for Cleanup Grant funding

• Rural Communities and Grant Support

Webpages & Factsheets:

• Summary of FY26 BF MAC Grant Guideline Changes

• Tips on How to Get Started Early on Preparing Your Brownfields MAC Grant Application

• List of Entities Eligible to Apply for Multipurpose, Assessment, and Cleanup Grants

• Programmatic Requirements for Brownfield Grants

• Eligible Planning Activities

• Information on Sites Eligible for Brownfields Funding under CERCLA § 104(k)

• FY26 FAQs

• UConn TAB Grant Proposal Review
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OTHER GRANT RESOURCES

UConn TAB Brownfield Grant Office Hours:
Tuesdays 12:00-12:30 pm
Join Here: https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-
cmr/j.php?MTID=m8394d51274f8578a5939ab92bd3b9752
Meeting number: 2870 154 3181 Password: MMcNPpaB687

https://youtu.be/hgiSSGV_atw
https://youtu.be/hgiSSGV_atw
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-12/fy26-guideline-outreach-presentation_day-1-ma-final.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-12/fy26-guideline-outreach-presentation_day-1-ma-final.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-12/fy26-guideline-outreach-presentation_day-2-c-final.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-12/fy26-guideline-outreach-presentation_day-2-c-final.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-12/fy26-guideline-outreach-presentation_day-2-c-final.pdf
https://youtu.be/0TplaqrxVs0
https://youtu.be/0TplaqrxVs0
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/tips-how-get-started-early-preparing-your-brownfields-marc-grant-application
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/tips-how-get-started-early-preparing-your-brownfields-marc-grant-application
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/eligibility
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/eligibility
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/programmatic-requirements-brownfield-grants
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/programmatic-requirements-brownfield-grants
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/eligible-planning-activities
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/eligible-planning-activities
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/information-sites-eligible-brownfields-funding-under-cercla-ss-104k
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/information-sites-eligible-brownfields-funding-under-cercla-ss-104k
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/information-sites-eligible-brownfields-funding-under-cercla-ss-104k
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/information-sites-eligible-brownfields-funding-under-cercla-ss-104k
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/fy26-faqs_11-20-25.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/fy26-faqs_11-20-25.pdf
https://tab.program.uconn.edu/epa-grant-review-submission/
https://tab.program.uconn.edu/epa-grant-review-submission/
https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-cmr/j.php?MTID=m8394d51274f8578a5939ab92bd3b9752
https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-cmr/j.php?MTID=m8394d51274f8578a5939ab92bd3b9752
https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-cmr/j.php?MTID=m8394d51274f8578a5939ab92bd3b9752
https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-cmr/j.php?MTID=m8394d51274f8578a5939ab92bd3b9752
https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-cmr/j.php?MTID=m8394d51274f8578a5939ab92bd3b9752
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