ASBESTOS

Asbestos is a common contaminant in brownfield sites that contain buildings

built before the 1980s. Some examples include school buildings, municipal
offices, and commercial and industrial sites. Left intact and undisturbed,
asbestos may present no significant risk, but once disturbed, asbestos fibers
can be released into the air, posing hazards to human health. Asbestos is
regulated under federal and state laws that govern the reporting, testing,
cleanup, and disposal of these materials.

ABATEMENT PROCESS

During the abatement process, asbestos-containing materials are safely and
completely removed or encapsulated. The process is regulated by various federal,
state, and local regulations and is undertaken by trained and certified professionals.

The asbestos abatement process is a multi-step procedure designed
to minimize exposure risks. Here's a simplified breakdown:

PREPARATIC

A qualified professional develops a detailed abatement plan outlining
the scope of work, containment measures, and worker safety
protocols.

CONTAINMEI

The work area is sealed off using plastic sheeting and negative air
pressure machines to prevent asbestos fibers from spreading to
other parts of the building.

REMOVAL OR ENCAPSUL/

Depending on the chosen method, trained workers remove or
encapsulate the asbestos-containing materials using specialized
tools and wet methods to minimize dust generation.

CLEANING AND CLEAR/

Following the removal or encapsulation, the work area is thoroughly
cleaned using HEPA vacuums to remove any residual asbestos
fibers. Air quality testing is conducted to ensure asbestos levels are
below safe limits before the containment area is dismantled.

DISPOSA

Asbestos waste must be disposed of in specially licensed landfills
following strict regulations.
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Asbestos: a naturally occurring
mineral that was once widely
used in construction.

Examples: roofing shingles,
vinyl floor tiles, plaster, cement,
putties, and caulking, ceiling
tiles, spray on coatings,
industrial pipe wrapping, heat
resistant textiles, and
automobile brake lining
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HEALTH RISKS
.

Asbestosis: A chronic lung
disease that causes scarring
of lung tissue, leading to
difficulty breathing.

Lung Cancer: Prolonged
asbestos exposure significantly
increases the risk of lung
cancer.

Mesothelioma: A rare but
aggressive cancer that forms
in the lining of the lungs, chest,
abdomen, or heart.
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