HAZARDOUS BUILDING
MATERIALS

HBM wastes are also
sometimes dumped illegally on

Hazardous building materials or “"HBM" can present risks to human health vacant land or unsecured

and the environment. It is important to properly remove or abate HBM brownfield sites.

before demolition, restoration, or redevelopment of a building. HBM is

E'revalent in older buildings, such as on many brownfield sites. Common
BMs include:

CLEANUP METHODS

Asbestos , .
Lead paint During remediation or

: - " " “abatement,” HBM is removed or
&cg?/é:::ormated biphenylSICIEEEES contained to prevent human
Treated Mo exposure. These processes are
Mold regulated by federal and state
agencies and conducted by
certified professionals using

approved methods.
RISKS AND RULES

[ Failure to mitigate HBM in buildings can expose future occupants to these MORE INFORMATION
hazards. Without proper precautions, disturbance of HBM can result in the
release of contaminants to the environment and dangerous exposures for ([
workers and the general public. Your state and local health
Potential health risks associated with HBM exposure include cancer, . fdepar{c_ments catn ptr'O\I/HEM
developmental and reproductive issues, organ damage, mesothelioma, and hm ﬁﬁm'a llon ontﬁodentla ;
diseases of the nervous, endocrine, immune, digestive, and respiratory ealth risks, m?. obIS olpreveg
systems. These contaminants are regulated under numerous state and exp(l)stl_Jre, afp [c‘?a e réJ els an
federal laws, including the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) that r eglrjo?: e;gﬂ?'esez r;rc]jgl iignsci:negagrp
L regulates reporting, testing, cleanup, and disposal of many HBMs. qualified consultants and
tractors.
SIMPLIFIED BREAKDOWN OF REMEDIATION PROCESS: contractors

|dentify and sample suspected hazardous materials, followed by a risk Aﬁg?g&?ﬁ E:g;n:ﬁgeeg:ﬁ:rrggs

assessment based on material condition, location, and intended building Lead Factsheet - ATSDR
use. PCBs Factsheet - ATSDR

Develop a cleanup plan detailing methods, controls, and procedures for \..
safe handling and abatement.

Isolate affected areas, apply engineering controls to prevent
contamination spread, and remove or encapsulate HBM as appropriate.

Conduct monitoring, confirm cleanup effectiveness through testing, and
document handling, transport, and disposal.



https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/asbestos/docs/asbestos_factsheet_508.pdf
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts46.pdf
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts46.pdf
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts13.pdf
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts13.pdf
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts17.pdf
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts17.pdf

