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R U R A L  C O M M U N I T I E S

Common challenges when trying to find 

resources to address their brownfield sites:

➢ A constrained local budget, which limits 

funding available to invest in brownfield 

assessment, remediation, and 

redevelopment activities.

➢ Fewer people available to manage 

brownfield projects and limited access to 

technical expertise.

➢ Plenty of large parcels and uncontaminated 

properties nearby, which lowers market 

demand for brownfields reuse. 

Brownfields also present 
opportunities for rural 

communities:

➢ Economic revitalization
➢ Public Health and 

Environmental 
Protection

➢ Infrastructure and 
Land use Efficiency



E P A  B R O W N F I E L D  G R A N T  R E V I E W  -  

O V E R V I E W

• Defines the target area and your vision for reuse.

Project / Area Revitalization / Reuse Plan (when applicable)

• Demonstrates local need and how community will be involved.

Community Need & Community Engagement

• Shows how work will be done, when, by whom, and how results will be measured.

Task Description, Cost Estimates & Timeline / Feasibility of Success

• Demonstrates your (or your partners’) ability to manage grant, execute work, and 

handle compliance.

Programmatic Capability & Past Performance (or Partner Capacity)



C R I T E R I O N  1 :  

P R O J E C T  A R E A  &  R E V I T A L I Z A T I O N  

V I S I O N

• Explanation of why these sites 
matter — environmental risk, 
blight, economic stagnation, 
community health, lack of reuse.

• A realistic reuse / 
revitalization vision that fits 
rural scale and community 
needs (housing, small 
business, community space, 
green space, local services, 
etc.)

• Clear definition of 
your target area 
(town center, district, 
corridor, census tract, 
neighborhood, etc.)

• If possible: plan for 
leveraging additional 
resources (local/state funds, 
volunteer efforts, community 
contributions, tax incentives, 
public/private partnerships)

• Identification of one or 
more brownfield site(s) in 
the area (hazardous-
substance, petroleum, or 
other contaminants) 



C R I T E R I O N  1 :  

R U R A L  C O N T E X T  

Fewer resources: small tax 
base, limited local 
government capacity, aging 
or vacant properties.

Legacy contamination may 
impact groundwater, wells, or 
private drinking water (not 
municipal systems).

Redevelopment to restore 
critical community 
infrastructure or services 
(housing, small business 
space, community centers, 
local jobs).

Low-density areas can offer 
flexibility for sensitive reuse: 
green space, conservation, 
small-scale economic use, 
community gardens, local 
services.



C R I T E R I O N  2 :  C O M M U N I T Y  N E E D  &  

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T
Data/indicators showing economic or 

environmental disadvantage:

• Poverty rates, unemployment, population decline, 

limited tax base, aging housing, limited infrastructure, 

health disparities, reliance on wells or septic, etc. 

Description of how brownfields 

affect daily life:

• Blight, safety hazards, contamination risk, reduced 
property values, limited economic growth or 
investment.

Identification of vulnerable or 

underserved populations: 

• Low-income households, elderly, renters, tribal 
populations, people relying on wells/septic, etc.

Community engagement: 

• Use of local institutions (churches, libraries, 

community halls), social networks, paper mail, local 

radio, bulletin boards, community-based 

organizations, regional planning commissions (UConn 

TAB MAP program!)

Use of participant support costs (if 

applying under Assessment or 

Multipurpose grants) to 

• Support community liaisons or compensate 

community members for time/travel to meetings.

A commitment to use community input to 

shape decisions (site prioritization, reuse 

vision, cleanup planning, etc.), not just 

“inform” or “notify.”



C R I T E R I O N  4 :  P R O G R A M M A T I C  

C A P A B I L I T Y  &  P A S T  P E R F O R M A N C E  ( O R  

P A R T N E R  C A P A C I T Y )

• Organizational structure: who is the lead, who are partners, staff/consultants, roles/responsibilities.

• Capacity for grant management, financial oversight, procurement, even if via partners/regional 

agencies.

• If limited internal capacity: state clear partnerships.

• For coalition applications: clear legal or organizational authority for the lead to manage funds for 

non-lead members (as required for FY26 Assessment Coalition Grants) 

• If applicable: documentation of past successful grants, experience with planning or community 

projects (even small ones), local capacity building, or demonstration of responsible stewardship of 

funds.

• Consider inclusion of a project manager: a point person, even part-time, who ensures 

implementation, communication, and oversight.



R U R A L  D A T A  &  R E S O U R C E S  

- Applicants are encouraged to use geospatial mapping tools to better understand the communities that may be adversely and 

disproportionately affected by environmental or human health harms and risks. Applicants can include data in the Narrative to help 

characterize and describe the target areas and their community(ies). Data from other sources (e.g., studies, census, and third-party reports) 

can also be included to give a more complete picture of the impacted communities and populations.

- EPA FAQ page 22: C.13. For the purposes of the Community Need criterion for Brownfield Grants, what are 

examples of health, welfare, environmental, and other demographic information I could provide about my 

community? Where do I find demographic information about my community?

EPA recommends:  HRSA, HHS, ATSDR, CDC, US Census, HUD, EPA

Rural Specific: 

-Rural Health Information Hub: Rural Data Explorer - up to 2023 or "Am I Rural" tool, 

-NERHA Rural Data Analysis Dashboard: compare urban and rural data

-USDA: state fact sheets (population, income, food insecurity, education)

-State-specific Health and Human Services (may have their own studies you can use) Maine Workforce 

Outlook 2014 - 2024 (PDF), 

https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4035&StateFIPS=23&StateName=Maine
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine-Workforce-Outlook-2014-2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine-Workforce-Outlook-2014-2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine-Workforce-Outlook-2014-2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine-Workforce-Outlook-2014-2024.pdf


Rural Data Explorer – Rural Health Information Hub

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/data-explorer?classification=Nonmetropolitan
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/data-explorer?classification=Nonmetropolitan
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/data-explorer?classification=Nonmetropolitan


USDA County-level Data Sets - Poverty

12/10/ 2025
              

11

https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4040
https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4040
https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4040
https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4040
https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4040


M A I N E  W O R K F O R C E  H H S
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N E R H A  D A T A B A S E  –  R U R A L  H E A LT H  D A T A
Search by 
state, then by 
clicking on a 
county in the 
map you can 
see county 
level details.

Select your data 
category:
health status, 
housing, 
income/poverty, 
employment...

See your results 
by state 
here...Rural v. 
Urban or 
further filter 
into small rural, 
large rural, non-
rural small, non-
rural core.
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H O W  T O  S H O W / D E M O N S T R A T E  Y O U  

A R E  R U R A L ?

• If you state "rural or non-urban" back it with data

• Describe your town or area as a non-metropolitan area

• State your population size

• Showcase conditions (long distances to services, sparse infrastructure, water system 

(septic, well), distances to healthcare providers)



L I N K S  A N D  C O N T A C T . . .T H A N K  Y O U

• USDA - State Fact Sheets - State Data

• Am I Rural? Tool - Rural Health Information 

Hub

• Rural Data Analysis Tool — NERHA

• Maine Workforce Outlook 2014 - 2024 (PDF)

Grant related Email:Uconn-tab@uconn.edu
Website: Tab.program.uconn.edu
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/uconn-tab/

My email: nnoori@newenglandrha.org

Go to our website to subscribe to our 
newsletter!
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https://data.ers.usda.gov/reports.aspx?ID=4035&StateFIPS=23&StateName=Maine
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https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural#/
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural#/
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https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural#/
https://www.nerha.org/rural-data-analysis-tool
https://www.nerha.org/rural-data-analysis-tool
https://www.nerha.org/rural-data-analysis-tool
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https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine-Workforce-Outlook-2014-2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/Maine-Workforce-Outlook-2014-2024.pdf
mailto:Uconn-tab@uconn.edu
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