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Example of UConn TAB engagement activity in local library - to educate 
students on brownfields and strengthen sense of place & community
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Agenda

✓ Community Engagement 
Overview

I. UConn TAB: Role & Services

II. Community Engagement in 
Brownfields

III. What is Meaningful 
Community Engagement?

✓ TAB Community Engagement 
Services

I. Review TABs Resources and 
Implementation

✓ Q&A



What is UConn TAB?

Technical Assistance to Brownfields 

Our Role: 
• Provide technical assistance to communities, states, 

Tribal Nations and other public entities 
• Help address brownfield issues, increase 

community understanding and involvement in 
brownfields cleanup, explore reuse options that 
meet community needs

• TAB is available at no cost to communities

• UConn TAB serves EPA Region 1 (New England)

3

Geographic Diversity
Rural & Urban Communities,

Small and Larger Towns, Cities 

Equal Distribution of 
Resources in all 6 New 

England States and Tribes



NERHA Partnership

UConn TAB's 
Community Engagement Team



EPA Brownfields 
Grant Support

Brownfield inventories

Data Review and Gap Analysis for brownfield 
sites

Grant Preparation 

Site reuse planning

Community Engagement Planning and Materials

Sep-Dec Jan-April May-Aug

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Target Area and 
Brownfield Site 

Description

Community Need 
(Demographics)

Direct Technical Assistance 

Municipal Assistance Program

Continuing Education

Community Engagement

MAP – SERVICE LEARNING COURSE 
STRONG COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATIONS

Community
Info & Input

TAB Staff
Supervise

UCONN 
Students

Technical Work



Resource Customization – East Hampton, CT



MAP Example – Marblehead, MA

Image of Community Meeting in Marblehead, MA led by UConn TAB. 
Photo by Luca Tedesco

✓UConn TAB presented on our current work, basic brownfields information, site information, zoning, 
and redevelopment options

✓Conducted a listening session and created a survey for public feedback 

✓Will implement public feedback into Site Reuse Renderings

Image of example UConn TAB Site Reuse Assessment rendering, 
showcasing housing and green space.



Community Engagement in Brownfields
▪ Community engagement refers to people, governments, and organizations 

working collaboratively through the brownfield's redevelopment process 
to:
▪ Establish and uphold a community vision

▪ Support underserved populations

▪ Create sustainable outcomes 



When Does Community Engagement 
Happen?

Early and Often!

• Brownfields education

• Community visioning sessions, surveys

• Identify stakeholders
Assessment

• Public meetings (listening sessions, focus 
groups)

• Gaining buy-in at community events
Cleanup

• Keeping the public informed – open 
communication

• Solidify anti-displacement strategy
Redevelopment



Meaningful 
Community 
Engagement

Building 
trust and 
power in 

communities

Plain 
Language

Information 
sharing & 

transparency

Active, 
empathetic 

listening

Meeting 
people 

where they 
are

Authentic 
connections 

and 
partnerships



Brownfields 101  in 
Cantonese



Community Engagement is Important in 
Brownfields Redevelopment

Underserved groups have historically been left out of decision-making processes regarding their 
environment and health

- Sensitive populations are disproportionately impacted by environmental hazards (including 
proximity to brownfields)

Brownfields redevelopment can be an opportunity to improve environmental health, build strong 
community networks, empower residents, and create positive, sustainable change

- OR it can exacerbate social issues and contribute to harmful consequences

Community Engagement is key to equitable, sustainable, inclusive brownfields redevelopment 
projects



Please reach out with any questions.
Thank you!

Email: uconn-tab@uconn.edu
Website: tab.program.uconn.edu
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